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BROOKS  FAMILY  OF  WOBURN,  MASS. 

By  the  late  Dr.  Benjamin  Cutter,*  of  Woburn,  and  communicated  by  his  son,  William 
R.  Cutter,  of  Lexington,  Mass. 

1.  Henry1  Brooks  died  April  12,  1683  ; -wife  Susanna  died  Sept.  15, 
1681.  [He  came  to  Woburn  from  Concord,  where  he  was  made  freeman, 
March  14,  1639;  was  an  inhabitant  of  Woburn,  and  proprietor  of  land 
there,  near  Horn  Pond,  Jan.  10,  1652  ; selectman,  1669  ; married,  second, 
Annis  Jaquith,  July  12,  1682  ; will,  dated  July  18,  1682,  names  wife  Annis 
and  children  John,  Timothy  (of  Billerica),  Isaac , and  Sarah  (wife  of  John 
Mousal),  who  were  then  living  (Sewall’s  Hist.  Woburn , 594,  627,  &c.)  ; 
Goodwife  Brooks  (1670),  “ an  ancient  and  skilful  woman,  living  at  Wo- 
burn,” famous  for  attainments  in  medical  science ; vide  instance  related  by 
Gookin  {Mass.  Hist.  Coll.,  i.  168).] 

2.  John2  ( Henry1),  married  Eunice  Mousal,  Nov.  1,  1649 ; died  Jan.  1, 
1684  [daughter  of  Deacon  John  Mousal,  a founder  and  much  honored  citizen 
of  Woburn.  He  died  Sept.  29,  1691.  Widow  Mary  Brooks  (his  wife?)  ' 
died  Aug.  26,  1704].  Had  : 

i.  John,  b.  Nov.  23,  1650  ; d.  Nov.  22,  1653. 

ii.  Sarah,  b.  Nov.  21,  1652  ; m.  Ephraim  Buck,  Jan.  1,  1671. 

iii.  Eunice,  b.  Oct.  10,  1655.  »»  i ; ‘ A > >' 

iv.  Joanna,  b.  March  22,  1659  ; m.  David  Roberts,  Oct.  2,  1678. 

5.  v.  John,  b.  March  1,  1664  ; m.  Mary  Richardson,  Eeb.  25,  1684,  and  d. 

Aug.  7,  1733,  aged  69. 

6.  vi.  Ebenezer,  b.  Dec.  9,  1666 ; m.  Martha. 

vii.  Deborah,  b.  March  20,  1669. 

7.  viii.  Jabez,  b.  July  17,  1673;  m.  Rachel  Buck,  Dec.  18,  1694,  d.  Feb.  23, 

1698,  aged  22;  and  Hephzibah  Cutter,  July  7,  1698,  d.  Jan.  1, 

1745-6,  aged  75.  He  d.  Jan.  30,  1746-7,  aged  74. 

3.  Timothy2  (Henry'),  married  Mary  Russell,  Dec.  2, 1659,  and  had  : 

i.  Timothy,  b.  Nov.  10,  1660;  d.  Jan.  22,  1661. 

ii.  Timothy,  b.  Oct.  9,  1661. 

iii.  John,  b.  Oct.  16,  1662. 

[iv.  Mary,  b. -,  and  d.  July  2, 1670,  at  Billerica,  whither,  subsequently 

to  her  birth,  her  parents  had  removed. — Sewall,  Hist.  595.] 

4.  Isaac2  (Henry'),  married  Miriam  Daniels,  Jan.  10,  1665-6,  and 
died  Sept.  8,  1686.  Had  : 

i.  Sarah,  b.  May  14,  1667  ; d.  July  2,  1667. 

ii.  Miriam,  b.  May  29,  1668  ; d.  young. 

iii.  Isaac,  b.  Aug.  13,  1669;  m.  Hannah,  and  had — Anna,  b.  Aug.  10, 

1689 — Sarah,  b.  Nov.  28,  1693 — William , b.  March  1,  1696. 

iv.  Henry,  b.  Oct.  4,  1671 ; m.  Mary.  [Perhaps,  Mary  Graves,  of  Sud- 

bury, m.  Dec.  9,  1692.] 

v.  Miriam,  b.  Dec.  16,  1673. 

5.  John*  (John2,  Henry'),  married  Mary  Richardson,  Feb.  25,  1684. 
He  died  Aug.  7,  1733,  aged  69.  Had  : — 

i.  Mary,  b.  Dec.  4,  1685  ; d.  Dec.  4,  1685. 

ii. .  John  (twin),  b.  Dec.  30,  1686 ; d.  Jan.  2,  1687. 

* Benjamin  Cutter,  M.D.,  was  born  June  4, 1803,  and  died  March  9,  1864.  His  genea- 
logical researches  date  from  about  1847,  the  year  in  which  his  son  who  communicates  this 
article  was  born. 
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iii.  Ebenezer  (twin),  b.  Dec.  30,  1686 ; d.  Dec.  31,  1686. 

iv.  Mary,  b.  April  1,  1688  ; m.  Thomas  Henshayr,  May  26,  1712. 

v.  Sarah,  b.  Aug.  14,  1692. 

vi.  John,  b.  Nov.  28,  1694. 

vii.  Abigail,  b.  Aug.  19,  1697 ; d.  Oct.  12,  1697. 

8.  yiii.  Timothy,  b.  Feb.  14,  1700;  m.  Ruth  Wyman,  int.  Aug.  20,  1748,  and 

d.  Oct.  13,  1786. 

ix.  Isaac,  b. , 1703  ; d.  Aug.  24,  1719. 

''■-*9.  x.  Nathan,  b.  Nov.  1,  1706  ; d.  Jan.  6,  1751 ; m.  Sarah  Wyman. 

6.  Ebenezer3  ( John,2  Henry1 ),  married  Martha.  Had  : — 

i.  Eunice,  b.  March  18,  1688;  d.  Feb.  4,  1689. 

ii.  John,  b.  March  22,  1690.  v.  Martha,  b.  March  24,  1697. 

iii.  Ebenezer,  b.  Aug.  8,  1691.  vi.  Eunice,  b.  Feb.  4,  1700. 

iv.  Jabez,  b.  Jan.  7,  1693. 

7.  Jabez3  ( John,2  Henry1),  married,  first,  Rachel  Buck,  Dec.  18,  1694, 
who  died  Feb.  23,  1698,  aged  22  ; second,  Hephzibah  Cutter,  July  7, 1698 
[Hist.  Cutter  Family,  36];  she  died  Jan.  1,  1745-6,  aged  75.  He  died 
Jan.  30,  1746-7,  aged  74.  [The  two  last  dates  from  gravestones  in  Woburn 
first  burying-ground.]  By  wife  Rachel,  had  : — 

i.  Rachel,  b.  Nov.  29,  1695;  m.  Joseph  Wright,  Nov.  19,  1729,  and  d. 

June  21,  1750,  aged  55  [gravestone]. 

By  wife  Hephzibah : 

ii.  Jabez,  b.  May  13,  1700. 

iii.  Hephzibah,  b.  Nov.  18,  1701  ; m.  John  Cutter,  Dec.  26,  1734,  and  d. 

about  1777,  aged  76,  according  to  widow  of  Henry  Gardner,  her  grand- 
daughter.— [Cutter  Family , 91,  266.] 

10.  iv.  Nathaniel,  b.  Aug.  17,  1703  ; m.  Submit  Poulter. 

v.  Deborah,  b.  May  — , 1705 ; m.  Jacob  Wright,  Sept.  20,  1733,  d.  March 

10,  1783  ; she  d.  Feb.  5,  1780,  aged  75. 

vi.  Samuel,  b.  April  18,  1707. 

vii.  John,  b.  Jan.  14,  1708-9  ; m.  Hannah  Cutter  and  Elizabeth  Kendall. — 

[Cutter  Family,  45.] 

viii.  Jonathan,  b.  Aug.  27,  1710;  m.  Phebe  Simonds,  Aug.  23,  1738  ; had: 

Phebe,  b.  Feb.  22,  1740.  (He  d.  “ of  cholic,”  March  17,  1795?) 

11.  ix.  Ebenezer,  b.  June  1,  1712 ; m.  Jemima  Locke,  Oct.  28,  1736. 

x.  Sarah,  b.  Dec.  25,  1714;  m.  Thomas  Richardson,  Oct.  18,  1742,  d. 

June  13,  1773,  aged  67 ; she  d.  June  12,  1784,  aged  69  [gravestones 
Woburn  first  burying-ground]. 

12.  xi.  Benjamin,  b.  April  14,  1717  ; m.  Susanna  Kendall,  int.  April  5,  1746, 

and  d.  Jan.  6,  1769,  aged  52. 

8.  Timothy4  Capt.  ( John 2 John2  Henry1),  married  Ruth  Wyman, 
inten.  dated  Aug.  20,  1748;  both  were  admitted  to  Woburn  church, 
Nov.  21,  1756.  He  died  Oct.  13,  1786,  of  “gravel,”  (aged  88?).  He 
married  for  second  wife,  widow  Sarah  Convers,  March  30,  1781,  who  died 
Feb.  22,  1789,  aged  81,  of  “ cancer.”  By  wife  Ruth  he  had  : — 

i.  John,  b.  July  19,  1749  (m.  Abigail  Richardson,  int.  Oct.  17,  1771  ?). 

ii.  Timothy,  b.  Oct.  24,  1751. 

iii.  Ruth,  b.  Jan.  13,  1754  ; m.  Aaron  Mason. 

iv.  Abigail,  b.  June  18,  1756;  m.  Asahel  Porter,  killed  at  Lexington, 

April  19,  1775,  and  Ephraim  Peirce  (son  of  Jacob),  int.  Nov.  30, 
1782 ; she  d.  Jan.  9,  1840,  aged  84.  Note.— John,  Timothy,  Ruth 
and  Abigail,  were  baptized  March  20,  1757. 

v.  Samuel,  b.  Dec.  21,  1758,  bapt.  Dec.  31,  ’58. 

vi.  Seth,  b.  March  2,  1761,  bapt.  March  29,  ’61. 

vii.  Susanna,  b.  March  11,  1764,  bapt.  same  day. 

viii.  Thomas,  b.  April  6,  1766,  bapt.  same  day. 

ix.  Asa,  bapt.  Aug.  28,  1768. 
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9.  Nathan4  (John?  John?  Henry' J,  married  Sarah  Wyman  (Jona- 
than’s daughter),  who  died  Feb.  21,  1747-8,  aged  40,  &c.  |_gravestone]. 
He  died  Jam  6,  1751,  aged  45  [gravestone].  Had  : — 

13.  i.  Nathan,  b.  Nov.  6,  1727 ; m.  Elizabeth  Richardson,  int.  March  18, 

1749,  and  d.  Jan.  26,  1758,  aged  30. 

14.  ii.  Isaac,  b.  July  31,  1729;  m.  Joanna  Holden,  int.  June  23,  1753,  and  d. 

March  23,  1768,  aged  38. 

iii.  Jonathan,  b.  Aug.  26,  1731 ; d.  Dec.  30,  1733. 

iv.  John,  b.  May  6,  1733. 

v.  Jonathan,  b.  Feb.  21,  1735. 

vi.  William,  b.  March  3,  1737. 

vii.  Sarah,  b.  March  1,  1739. 

viii.  Seth,  b.  April  1,  1740. 

15.  ix.  Zachariah,  b.  April  20,  1742;  m.  Hannah  Wild,  int.  July  23,  1763, 

and  Susanna  Watts,  June  21,  1780 ; he  d.  Feb.  5,  1792. 

x.  Mary,  b.  March  1,  1744. 

xi.  Elizabeth,  b.  1746. 

xii.  Samuel,  b.  July  16,  1747 ; m.  Martha  Peirce,  Aug.  8,  1769  (int.  Feb. 

23,  ’69). 

10.  Nathaniel4  ( Jabez ? John ? Henry' ),  married  Submit  Poulter. 
Widow  Submit  Brooks  died  June  1,  1799,  aged  91.  Had : — 

i.  Submit,  b.  Feb.  3,  1731 ; m.  Nathaniel  Wyman,  Lancaster,  March  14, 
1761. 

16.  ii.  Nathaniel,  b.  July  18,  1734 ; m.  Esther  Wyman,  Jan.  16,  1756,  and 

d.  April  3,  1783. 

17.  iii.  Jonathan,  b.  July  16,  1737  ; m.  Ruth  Fox,  Feb.  18,  1762. 

iv.  Josiah,  b.  Dec.  14,  1739 ; m.  Betty  Flagg,  Aug.  11,  1763  ; she  d.  July 

3,  1764,  aged  30  [gravestone]. 

v.  Elizabeth,  b.  April  22,  1742  ; m.  Zachariah  Richardson,  int.  Nov.  7, 

1767. 

vi.  Reuben,  b.  Jan.  8,  1744  ; his  son  Amos  d.  Jan.  26,  1797,  aged  27 

[gravestone  Wob.  second  burying-ground]. 

vii.  David,  b.  March  29,  1749. 

11.  Ebenezer4  {Jabez?  John?  Henry'),  church  member,  1756 ; mar- 
ried Jemima  Locke,  Oct.  28,  1736,  who  died  Nov.  5,  1774,  aged  57  [grave- 
stone]. He  married  widow  Elizabeth  Symmes,  Cambridge,  int.  Nov.  15, 
1776.  Had,  by  first  marriage  : — 

i.  Jemima,  b.  Aug.  29,  1737  ; m.  Jesse  Richardson,  Dec.  29,  1756. 

ii.  Hephzibah,  b.  Jan.  15,  1739-40 ; m.  Josiah  Convers,  March  28,  1758, 

and  d.  March  11,  1813,  aged  74—“  paralytic.” 

iii.  Sally,  b.  Dec.  9,  1740  ; m.  Zadok  Richardson,  int.  March  20,  1762. 

iv.  Ebenezer,  b.  Sept.  15,  1742;  of  Sterling;  m.  Aletha  Mores.  [ Calvin 

Brooks  (Ebenezer,  Jr.’s  son),  m.  Mary  Richardson,  Dec.  1,  1803 
(Reuben’s  dau.)— had  : Mary,  b.  July  7,  1805.] 

v.  Polly,  b.  Aug.  29,  1744. 

vi.  William,  b.  April  5,  1745  (?)  ; of  Sterling. 

vii.  Sarah,  b.  April  6,  1748;  m.  Joseph  Skinner,  Nov.  1,  1768  (int.  Oct. 

5,  ’68). 

viii.  Jonas,  b.  May  6,  1750;  m.  Joanna  Cummings,  Nov.  19,  1771,  both 

ch.  m.’s  Jan.  3,  1773  ; — chil.  Joanna,  bapt.  Jan.  31,  1773,  and  Jonas , 
bapt.  Jan.  24,  1774  ; — lived  at  Athol. 

ix.  Abigail,  b.  June  2,  1752  ; m.  Isaac  Warren,  Jr.,  Medford,  “ almanack 

maker,”  Oct.  29,  1772. 

x.  Jabez,  b.  May  8,  1755,  bapt.  June  6,  1756  ; lost  at  sea. 

xi.  Mary,  b.  Nov.  14,  1758,  bapt.  Nov.  27,  ’58 ; m.  Abraham  Skinner, 

Dec.  30,  1777. 

xii.  Ruhamah,  b.  March  4,  1761,  bapt.  March  8,  ’61 ; m.  Watts  Turner, 

Medford,  Sept.  3,  1789. 

xiii.  Betty,  b.  March  8,  1766,  bapt.  March  22,  ’66;  d.  Oct.  14,  1789,  aged 

22  (at  Jesse  Richardson’s),  “ phthisis;”  int.  Calvin  Howard,  of  Ac- 
ton, Jan.  1,  1789.  [Vide  this  family  in  Book  of  the  Lockes , 37,  &c.] 
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12.  Benjamin4  ( Jabez ,*  John 3 Henry1),  married  Susanna  Kendall, 
int.  April  5,  1746.  He  was  killed  by  a tree,  Jan.  6,  1769,  aged  52  [grave- 
stone— on  which  is  a curious  and  oft-quoted  epitaph.  Susanna  Brooks, 
int.  Josiah  Johnson,  Esq.,  July  20,  1771].  He  had: — 

i.  Susanna,  b.  June  4,  1747  ; (m.  Abraham  Skinner  [11,  xi.],  int.  April 

20, 1769?),  and  d.  Jan.  8, 1769, aged  22  [gravestone] — should  be  1770. 

ii.  Benjamin,  b.  July  2,  1749  ; d.  Sept.  1,  1749,  aged  8 weeks  [gravestone]. 

iii.  Benjamin,  b.  June  2,  1750  ; d.  Aug.  17,  1753,  aged  3 yrs.  [gravestone]. 

iv.  Jerusha,  b.  July  13,  1757  ; m.  Josiah  Richardson,  Stoneham,  April  11, 

1776,  and  Ebenezer  Wade,  Dec.  9,  1806;  she  d.  Sept.  17,  1842, 

aged  84. 

18.  v.  Joseph,  b.  Dec.  28,  1759,  bapt.  Jan.  12,  1760  ; m.  Sarah  Vinton,  Sept. 

7,  1780,  and  Rebecca  Wyman,  May  28,  1791 ; he  d.  Jan.  18,  1810, 

aged  50 — “ frozen.”  * 

vi.  Hephzibah,  b.  March  3,  1762  ; m.  Elijah  Leathe,  June  22,  1780,  and  d. 

July  18,  1829,  aged  68. 

13.  Nathan6  (Nathan*  John * John,3  Henry1),  married  Elizabeth  Rich- 
ardson, int.  March  18,  1749  (ch.  m.  Aug.  29,  1756).  He  died  Jan.  26, 
1758,  aged  30  [gravestone].  She  married  Zebadiah  Wyman,  Jan.  6,  1764, 
and  died  Aug.  12,  1776,  aged  42  [gravestone]*  Had: 

i.  Abigail,  b.  Sept.  8,  1751. 

ii.  Nathan,  b.  Jan.  26,  1754,  bapt.  Sept.  5, 1756  ; d.  April  24,  1774,  aged 

20  [gravestone]. 

iii.  Elizabeth,  b.  April  8,  1755  ; d.  June  19,  1755,  aged  10  weeks  [grave- 

stone]. 

iv.  Elizabeth,  b.  June  11,  1757  ; d.  Feb.  12,  1758,  aged  8 months  [grave- 

stone] . 

v.  Abigail,  bapt.  Jan.  11,  1761. 

14.  Isaac6  (Nathan*  John*  John 3 Henry1),  married  Joanna  Holden, 
int.  June  23,  1753  ; ch.  m.  Dec.  6,  1761,  and  wife  Joanna.  He  died  March 
23,  1768,  aged  38  [gravestone].  Had: 

i.  Joanna,  b.  Feb.  19,  1755  (m.  Jonathan  Kendall,  Dec.  1,  1774?). 

ii.  Isaac,  b.  Aug.  16,  1757,  bapt.  (with  sister  Joanna)  Jan.  3,  1762. 

Isaac  and  Abigail  Brooks  had — Isaac  E.,  b.  Sept.  26,  1791,  at  Am- 
herst, N.  S. 

iii.  Mary,  b.  Sept.  11,  1765  ; m.  Stephen  Cummings,  and  d.  Feb.  6,  1853, 

aged  87£ . 

15.  Zachariah,6  Lieut.  (Nathan*  John * John 3 Henry1),  married 

Hannah  Wild,  Oct.  13,  1763  (int.  July  23,  ’63),  died  Nov.  24,  1778.  He 
died  Feb.  5,  1792,  aged  49-50 — “consumption.”  He  married  Susanna 

Watts,  June  21,  1780,  and  she  married  David  Dexter,  of  Atkinson,  Oct.  3, 
1799.  Had  by  first  marriage  : — 

i.  Zachariah,  b.  April  19,  1765  ; d.  April  26,  1765. 

ii.  Elizabeth,  b.  June  3,  1767. 

iii.  Zachariah,  b.  April  10,  1771  ; never  married. 

iv.  Patty,  b.  Dec.  28,  1772. 

By  second  marriage : 

v.  Samuel-Watts,  b.  Sept.  22,  1781 ; m.  Eleanor  Young,  March  28,  1803. 

vi.  Susanna,  b.  April  8,  1784. 

vii.  Nathan,  b. ; m.  Maria  Smith,  Nov.  28,  1813  ; he  d.  Dec.  21, 

1830,  aged  42. 

* “On  Jan.  18, 1810,  or  the  night  following,  Benjamin  Brooks,  aged  45,  and  Joseph  Brooks, 
aged  50,  perished  with  cold.  They  went  into  the  woods  to  cut  wood,  the  18th,  a little  be- 
fore noon,  the  weather  being  very  mild.  In  the  evening  it  became  excessively  cold.  They 
were  found  on  the  20th.  This  was  the  memorable  ‘ cold  Friday,’  * * * * ” — Middlesex 
Journal , Woburn,  Aug.  6, 1870. 
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viii.  Hannah,  March  13,  1789. 

ix.  James-Watts,  b.  June  20, 1792. 

6.  Nathaniel,5  Capt.  ( Nathaniel ? Jabez ,3  John,2  Henry1),  married 
ther  Wyman  (second  daughter  of  Capt.  Benjamin  Wyman),  Jan.  16, 
56 ; both  ch.  m.’s,  Nov.  13,  1757.  He  died  April  3,  1783.  Had : — 

i.  Esther,  b.  Oct.  14,  1756 ; m.  Nathaniel  White,  Lancaster,  Sept.  12, 
1776. 

ii.  Hannah,  b.  Oct.  11,  1758,  bapt.  Oct.  15,  ’58. 

iii.  Lucy,  b.  Oct.  24,  1760,  bapt.  Nov.  3,  ’60  ; m.  Jonathan  Locke,  Jan.  16, 
1783.  [Locke  Book,  86.] 

iv.  Nathaniel,  b.  March  8,  1763,  bapt.  March  13,  ’63 ; d.  Feb.  6,  1820, 
aged  58 — “ for  many  years  paralytic.” 

v.  Benjamin,  b.  May  18,  1765,  bapt.  June  12,  ’65  ; d.  Jan.  18,  1810,  aged 
45.  Frozen.1 

vi.  Abel,  b.  May  3,  1768,  bapt.  May  8,  ’68. 

vii.  Reuben,  b.  April  7,  1778,  bapt.  May  17,  ’78  ; d.  Oct.  5, 1790,  aged  12 — 
“ palsy  and  apoplexy.” 

viii.  Hannah,  b.  June  30,  1781,  bapt.  July  29,  ’81  ; m.  Josiah  Richardson, 
June  26,  1804.  [She  d.  June  26,  1870,  aged  89.] 


17.  Jonathan5  ( Nathaniel ? Jabez,3  John,2  Henry1),  married  Ruth  Fox, 
Feb.  18,  1762  (ch.  m.  Oct.  2,  1791)  ; children  Ruth,  Submit,  William,  and 
Elizabeth,  baptized  Oct.  16,  1791.  Had : — 

i.  Mary,  b.  Sept.  30,  1764  (m.  James  Leathe,  Dec.  16,  1784?) . 

ii.  Ruth,  b.  July  20, 1770  (m.  Joseph  Webber,  Lexington,  Jan.  15, 1795  ?). 

iii.  John,  b.  Aug.  10,  1772. 

iv.  Submit,  b.  Jan.  28,  1775. 

v.  William,  b.  Nov.  19,  1780. 

vi.  Elizabeth,  b.  Oct.  13,  1782. 


18.  Joseph5  (Benjamin?  Jabez,3  John?  Henry1),  married  Sarah  Vinton, 
Sept.  7,  1780  [ Vinton  Memorial,  112].  He  married  Rebecca  Wyman, 
May  28,  1791.  Frozen,  Jan.  18,  1810,  aged  50.  Had  by  first  marriage: — 
i.  Susanna,  b.  July  8,  1782. 

By  his  second : 


ii.  Kendall,  b.  Jan.  10,  1792.  v.  Rebecca,  b.  Feb.  23,  1800. 

iii.  Benjamin,  b.  Aug.  19,  1793.  vi.  Joseph,  b.  Sept.  25,  1804. 

iv.  Nathan,  b.  Oct.  12,  1797. 


Sarah  Brooks,  m.  John  Mousal,  May  13,  1650.  [1.] 

Abigail  Brooks,  int.  mar.  John  Lewis,  Lynn,  June  29,  1751. 
Elizabeth  Brooks,  int.  mar.  Zach.  Richardson,  Nov.  7,  1767.  [10,  v.J 
Elizabeth  Brooks,  int.  mar.  Giles  Johnson,  Sept.  21,  1766. 

Elizabeth  Brooks,  int.  mar.  Gershom  Flagg.  June  14,  1761. 
Elizabeth  Brooks,  m.  James  Wyman,  Dec.  9,  1787. 

Mary  Brooks,  m.  James  Leathe,  Dec.  16,  1784.  [17,  i.] 

Susanna  Brooks,  int.  mar.  Josiah  Johnson,  Esq.,  July  20,  1771.  [12.] 


Parentage  of  Deborah  Clark  {ante,  xxviii.  331).— In  an  account  of  the  fam- 
ily of  Lieut.  Gov.  William  Jones,  taken  from  the  New-Haven  records  of  births, 
deaths  and  marriages,  is  the  following  entry  : 

“ Isaac  [12th  child  of  Lieut.  Gov.  William],  b.  21  June  1671 ; m.  Deborah  Clark 
of  Stratford,  21  Nov.  1692  ; d.  1741.  She  d.  28  May  1733,  aged  63.” 

The  records  of  Stratford.ought  to  give  her  parentage. 

Bridgeport , Conn . Henry  Jones, 

yol.  XXIX. 
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Early  Papermills  of  New-England . 


EARLY  PAPERMILLS  OF  NEW -EN GLAND . 

By  the  Hon.  William  Goold,  of  Windham,  Me. 


Read  at  a meeting  of  the  Maine  Historical  Society,  at  Bath,  Feb.  19,  1874. 

HE  first  papermill  in  America  was  built  in  1690,  by  William 


Rittenhuysen,  a native  of  Broich  in  Holland.  This  mill  was  at 
Roxborough,  in  Pennsylvania,  on  what  is  yet  called  Papermill  Run. 
William  Bradford,  a printer  in  Philadelphia,  was  instrumental  in 
establishing  this  mill  to  supply  his  office.  The  second  mill  in  the 
colonies  was  built  by  DeWees,  a family  connection  of  Rittenhouse,  as 
the  name  was  afterward  spelled,  in  Germantown,  Pa.,  in  1710. 

I find  that  an  act  to  encourage  the  manufacture  of  paper 
in  New-England  was  passed  by  the  general  court  of  Massachu- 
setts on  the  13th  of  September,  1728,  and  a patent  was  granted 
to  Daniel  Henchman,  Gillam  Phillips,  Benjamin  Faneuil,  Thomas 
Hancock  and  Henry  " Dering,”  for  the  sole  manufacture  of  paper 
for  ten  years.  In  modern  phraseology  this  would  be  called  a “ re- 
spectable firm,”  well  connected.  I have  taken  some  pains  to  ascer- 
tain who  they  were,  and  find  that  they  were  nearly  all  of  one  family 
connection.  Daniel  Henchman,  the  head  of  the  firm,  was  a book- 
binder, and  the  leading  bookseller  of  Boston  at  that  time.  Thomas 
Hancock  served  his  time  with  Col.  Henchman  as  a bookbinder,  and 
married  his  daughter.  He  was  the  builder  and  owner  of  the  historic 
Hancock  mansion  on  Beacon  Street,  taken  down  in  1863.  Before 
his  death  in  1764  he  bequeathed  the  bulk  of  his  large  fortune  to  his 
nephew  John  Hancock.  These  rich  possessions,  perhaps,  inspired 
the  governor  with  the  confidence  which  is  manifest  in  his  bold  sig- 
nature to  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  Gen.  Henry  Knox, 
President  Washington’s  secretary  of  war,  also  served  his  time  at 
bookbinding  in  Henchman’s  shop  on  State  Street.  Benjamin  Faneuil 
was  the  father  of  Peter,  of  Faneuil  Hall  memory.  Gillam  Phillips 
was  brother-in-law  to  Peter  Faneuil,  and  also  brother  to  Henry  Phil- 
lips who  thrust  his  sword  through  the  body  of  young  Woodbridge  in 
a duel  on  Boston  common,  in  1728,  and  with  the  assistance  of  Peter 
Faneuil,  hurried  their  relative  on  board  the  "Sheerness,”  man-of-war, 
to  escape  punishment.  Others  with  myself  will  be  interested  to 
know  who  were  the  first  paper  manufacturers  of  New-England. 

In  order  to  carry  out  their  design  and  to  make  their  exclusive 
charter  profitable,  and  to  enable  them  to  comply  with  its  terms,  they 
'built  a small  mill  adjoining  Neponset  river,  then  in  the  town  of  Dor- 
chester, now  Milton,  near  the  lower  bridge,  where  the  tide  prevented 
the  running  of  the  mill  six  hours  of  the  twenty-four.  The  terms  of 
their  charter  were,  that  they  should  within  the  first  fifteen  months 
make  one  hundred  and  forty  reams  of  brown  paper,  and  sixty  reams 
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